
KEY SPECIES AND AQUACULTURE EVOLUTION

HISTORY AND AQUACULTURE TRADITION UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION

AQUACULTURE
FARMS

SUPPLY CHAIN
PARTNERS

INDUCED
  EFFECTS*

$38.2 M

$71.7 M

$174.6 M

147
JOBS

337
JOBS

3,016
JOBS

WASHINGTON AQUACULTURE
AT A GLANCE

Washington is the second-largest U.S. aquaculture producer, led by shellfish 
and trout. Despite setbacks like the 2018 salmon net pen ban, it remains a 

complex, high-impact sector with strong exports and job support.

*Additional household spending from employment created.
Data refers to 2022 estimates. 2022 estimates, with salmon ban in place

$285 M
3,500 JOBS

This project was supported by Western Regional Aquaculture Center Grant no. 2020-38500-32561 
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be 
construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government determination or policy.

GENERATIONS OF INNOVATION
Many farms are family-run across 
five generations.

SALMON SETBACK
Pioneered salmon net pen farming, 
banned in 2018 representing $109M 
in lost economic impact.

$57 M
91 farms

$233 M
143 farms

$93 M
194 farms

$208 M
121 farms
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SUPPLY CHAIN OF WASHINGTON SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE

This project was supported by Western Regional Aquaculture Center Grant no. 2020-38500-32561 
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be 
construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government determination or policy.

40 distinct aquaculture supply chains identified 
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