CALIFORNIAAQUACULTURE
ATAGLANCE

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION
387 385
JOBS JOBS
$336 M
962 JOBS
$193 M
JOBS
$63M % %
AQUACULTURE SUPPLY CHAIN INDUCED
FARMS PARTNERS EFFECTS*

*Additional household spending from employment created.

Data refers to 2022 estimates.

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS

Q :
U.S. SPECIES LEADERSHIP

#1 U.S. producer of sturgeon, tilapia,
and hybrid carp, and the first to farm
sturgeon and produce caviar.

AQUACULTURE RANKING

CA ranks 5th in Western Region
aquaculture-producing state.

Virginia This project was supported by Western Regional Aquaculture Center Grant no. 2020-38500-32561
’ cooperative from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or
Extension recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and should not be
Virginia Tech + Virginia State University construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government determination or policy.
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California ranks fifth in U.S. aquaculture sales and leads in sturgeon, tilapia, and hybrid
carp production. Its coastal shellfish sector is strong, delivering fresh local products
while supporting the economy and environmental stewardship.
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INNOVATION AND RE-USE

Pioneering water reuse systems allow
fish farm effluent to irrigate crops
like almonds, corn, and wheat.
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MARINE SPECIES*

O g3%
ysters
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Clams

9 15%
Mussels and abalone

e 0 Farmed foodfish sold live
L ) 61 /0 to niche markets.

§ § 920/0 Trout for recreational fishing.
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SUPPLY CHAIN OF CALIFORNIAAQUACULTURE
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